[Immunological abnormalities in patients with etiology unknown sensorineural hearing loss].
An immunological study was carried out in 50 patients with etiology unknown sensorineural hearing loss, including the following: 12 low tone deafness, 7 sudden deafness, 8 unilateral deafness, 7 idiopathic bilateral progressive sensorineural hearing loss and 14 other bilateral sensorineural hearing loss. Twenty-five out of 50 of the cases demonstrated immunological abnormalities. A full array immunological tests were performed with the following results. High immnunoglobulin titers showed in 18 out of 50 cases. Six cases were positive for antinuclear antibody. The anti-DNA antibody assay revealed high titers in 2 cases. Also, anti-rheumatoid factor antibody assay showed high titers in 6 cases while abnormal values of complements in serum were detected in 6 cases, though an immune complex was demonstrated in only one case. Also, it was noted that six patients with immunological abnormalities have autoimmune diseases. The above results indicated that some cases of etiology unknown sensorineural hearing loss may have an immunological link.